
CRANFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

WINTER SAFETY MESSAGE FOR TV35 

 

The threat of winter fires is real. In fact, home fires occur more in winter than in any other 

season. Here are some statistics; 

 

 905 people die in winter home fires each year. 

 $2,091,000,000 in property loss occurs from winter home fires. 

 67 percent of winter fires occur in one- and two-family homes. 

 Cooking is the leading cause of all winter home fires. 

 5 to 8 p.m. is the most common time for winter home fires. 

Source: National Fire Incident Reporting System 2009-2011 

Here are some tips to keep you fire safe this winter: 

 Install and test smoke alarms at least once a month.  

 Install and test carbon monoxide alarms at least once a month. If the carbon monoxide 

alarm sounds, move quickly to a fresh air location outdoors. 

 Keep anything that can burn at least three feet from any heat source like fireplaces, wood 

stoves, radiators, or space heaters.  

 Keep portable generators outside, away from windows, and as far away as possible from 

your house. 

 Have a qualified professional clean and inspect your chimney and vents every year. 

 Store cooled ashes in a tightly covered metal container, and keep it outside at least 10 feet 

from your home and any nearby buildings. 

 Plug only1 heat-producing appliance (such as a space heater) into an electrical outlet at a 

time. Never plug a heat producing appliance into an extension cord or power strip.  

 Never use a generator, grill, camp stove or other gasoline, propane, natural gas or 

charcoal¬ burning devices inside a home, garage, basement, crawlspace or any partially 

enclosed area. Locate unit away from doors, windows and vents that could allow carbon 

monoxide to come indoors. Keep these devices at least 20 feet from doors, windows, and 

vents. 

 When it snows, you can help us help you by clearing snow and ice from the fire hydrant 

closest to your house.  

 

 



 

Here are some tips for dealing with winter weather events: 

 

 Prepare ahead of time so you don’t have to go out during the storm event.  

 

 Make sure you have rock salt or ice melt, snow shovels, and adequate clothing and 

blankets to keep you warm. 

 

 Bring pets inside during winter weather. Remember, if you are cold, your pet is cold.  

 

 Stay indoors during the storm. 

 

 Walk carefully on snowy, icy, walkways. 

 

 Avoid overexertion when shoveling snow. Overexertion can bring on a heart attack—a 

major cause of death in the winter. Use caution, take breaks, push the snow instead of 

lifting it when possible, and lift lighter loads. 

 

 Keep dry. Change wet clothing frequently to prevent a loss of body heat. Wet clothing 

loses all of its insulating value and transmits heat rapidly. 

 

 Signs of Frostbite: Occurs when the skin and body tissue just beneath it freezes. Loss of 

feeling and white or pale appearance in extremities, such as fingers, toes, earlobes, face, 

and the tip of the nose. 

 

 Drive only if it is absolutely necessary. If you must drive: travel in the day; don’t travel 

alone; keep others informed of your schedule; stay on main roads and avoid back road 

shortcuts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


